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DESCRIPTION OF LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES
The primary forest stewardship objectives are: 

1. Preservation of privacy

2. Improving the health and appearance of our forestland 

3. Improve the property to encourage more wildlife

4. Allow for personal and public enjoyment and appreciation of nature and wildlife

5. Preservation and protection of a sensitive salmonid stream

6. Provide for the possibility of  harvesting timber in the future

7. Create and maintain a fire safety perimeter

GENERAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

Our property consists of 19.78 acres (lot #81) in a development called The Uplands in North Bend. The other properties surrounding ours range from four to ten acres and are strategically arranged around environmentally sensitive undeveloped areas. Our property is located south of I-90 on the North facing side of Rattlesnake Ridge at an elevation varying from 845 to 930 feet. Most of the property is on a gentle slope. The plot is rectangular in shape with 1202 feet on the North side, 583 feet on the East side, 1322 feet on the South side and 748 feet on the West side. It includes a SAO class 2 stream, a one and a half acre meadow, a two and a half acre residential area and 15 acres of fairly dense healthy forest which I have divided into three stands. The area was last logged approximately 30 years ago and contains a large number of huge stumps of Douglas Fire and Cedar. The forest now is composed of Alder, Douglas Fir, Hemlock, Red Cedar, Vine and Big Leaf Maple in varying concentrations. There are numerous snags and nurse logs providing for wildlife and areas of Huckleberry, Sallal, Salmonberry and Blackberry and much more in amongst the Alders. The stream flows year around into the Snoqualmie River and is located in a slight valley which is dense with various species of ferns, and trees heavily laden with moss and lichen.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Resource Category I - Forest Health:

Stand A

Stand A is approximately 3 acres in size and is located on the Southeast side of our property and separated from Stand B by our driveway. This area is approximately 90% Red Alder in a very dense concentration. The trees are very healthy with no obvious signs of disease and vary in age from small saplings to 30 year old mature trees. Interspersed among the Alders are Western Hemlock, Red Cedar and Douglas Fir with an occasional Vine Maple, Big Leaf Maple and Bitter Cherry. There is a significant undergrowth of Salmonberry, Himalayan Blackberry and Trailing Blackberry. Occasional  Red Huckleberry, Elderberry and Cascara are also found. Along the border of the property near the main road (Uplands Way) are found some clumps of Scotch Broom. This area has to be significantly thinned to allow for better development of the Alders for later harvest, to give a better appearance of the forest and to permit a more attractive environment for wildlife. The undergrowth of Salmonberry and invasive Blackberry will have to be removed or at least thinned as much as possible to reduce competition with the Alders and Evergreens and to permit  the growth of interesting and diverse tree and bush species such as the Cascara, Elderberry, Huckleberry and Bitter Cherry. In addition it will allow nature trails to be built and utilized to their fullest. There are no significant snags or nurse logs in this stand and these will be created to help improve the habitat for wildlife. The Scotch Broom should be removed because of its potential as a severely invasive plant.

Stand B

Stand B is approximately five acres in size and is located in the Northwest area of our property separated from Stand A by the driveway. It is composed of 50% Red Alder, 40% Western Hemlock 5% Douglas Fir, occasional Red Cedar and 5% Mixed deciduous trees such as Big Leaf Maple, Vine Maple, Bitter Cherry and Mountain Ash. The trees all appear to be in good health with no obvious signs of disease.  One Red Cedar is 50+ years old. There are a number of Alder snags and a few large Douglas Fir stumps and nurse logs which are suitable for wildlife habitat. Here too the area has to be thinned to improve the growth of the Alders, Hemlock and Douglas Fir both for possible future harvest of the Alders and to improve its natural appearance and attractiveness to wildlife. I would be inclined to favor the increase in the growth and productivity of the evergreen trees over the Alders in this section of the property. The understory has a diverse group of plantlife including Salmonberry, Trailing Blackberry, Himalayan Blackberrry, Huckleberry, Oregon Grape and Sallal. Here too I would try to eliminate or reduce the amount of invasive plants to permit an improvement in appearance, increase the diversity of wildlife settings and permit the installation of nature trails and possibly the planting of additional trees for more species diversity. The establishment of nature trails will be made easier because of the presence of old logging trails throughout the property.

Stand C

Stand C is in the south part of the property and is about seven and a half acres in size. This stand is contiguous with stand B but differs in being composed mostly of Hemlock and Douglas Fir with a few islands of Red Alder. Some of these Hemlocks and Douglas Fir appear to be in the range of fifty to sixty years of age. They are all in an excellent state of health with no obvious sign of disease or insect infestation. This forested area leads to a class 2 Salmon stream that runs across the southern boundary of the property. There is a logging road that leads back from the residential area to the stream. This will have to be cleared of Salmonberry and other invasive brush to make the trail more easily navigable. The area surrounding the stream here is quiet, cool and beautiful with moss covered trees, ferns and multiple game trails showing signs of deer and Elk. There are many examples near the stream of fallen trees and snags which are a perfect wildlife habitat. The area near the stream will be left untouched since this is a Salmon stream which eventually drains into the Snoqualmie River. The health of the trees and the stream will be monitored as an ongoing process.

Resource Category II - Timber/Wood products:
At the present time we have only a few harvestable trees. The only real potential is for future harvesting of the Alders when the quantity and quality of the trees are improved. Presently most of the Alders are averaging about six to eight inches in diameter and are very crowded. They are mostly straight, undamaged and average about thirty feet in height. The areas of Alder stands will have to be thinned to a distance of eight to ten feet between trees and the understory reduced to decrease competition for food and water. I would expect a large quantity of the Alders to be harvestable in ten to fifteen years.

At this time I have no plans to create a harvestable stand of Hemlock, Douglas Fir or Red Cedar.

Resource Category III – Soils:

The type of soil we have is Nargar Variant Loamy Sand with 3-30% slopes. The soil is well drained and forms terrace escarpments and hillsides. The parent material is volcanic ash over sandy alluvium. Typically the surface is covered with a mat of leaves, twigs and decomposed litter about two to four inches thick. Areas of concentrated Hemlock and Douglas fir reveal a two to four inch layer of pine needles in various states of decomposition. Below the organic layer of new and decaying leaf and pine needles lies a topsoil of very dark grayish brown sandy loam about five to six inches thick. The subsoil reveals dark yellowish brown gravelly loam up to twenty inches thick. The average soil depth is found to be 60 plus inches. Permeability of the soil is moderate over rapid with low available water capacity. Rooting depth is 60 plus inches and the depth to the water table is 60 plus inches. Because of the slope and the prolific amounts of trees and bushes the potential for flooding and /or soil erosion is minimal. The long driveway and residential areas have drainage ditches and channels to catch excess rainfall and allow the water to percolate into the soil. Additional planting of meadow areas will help control water runoff but at this time I see no major problems in maintaining the high quality of the soil.

Resource Category IV - Water Quality:

Presently the only area where water is present is in the Northern most section of the property on the border, There is a class 2 stream that is present all year round but varies in flow depending on rainfall and spring snow runoff. The stream has carved out a shallow valley which is beautiful in appearance with large numbers of moss covered trees and various species of ferns. The area has fairly dense vegetation, and many fallen and decaying trees. This area creates abundant nitches for wildlife and provides the water, food, cover and reproductive areas needed. There are many varieties of understory plants that give good thermal cover, protection from predators and ample amounts of food. Evidence for wildlife is present in the droppings of deer, elk, rabbit and bear which are easily found along the trails. It is a number one priority to maintain this area and to keep it healthy and pristine.

Resource Category V - Fish and Wildlife Habitat:

Our property and adjacent properties have an abundant array of wildlife. All the properties in the development are required to maintain a thirty foot corridor between property lines to allow for wildlife corridors. In general few fences are being built and most people in the area are tolerant of wildlife and their needs. We have observed a large herd of Elk which almost daily pass thru our property and graze in our meadow. There are frequent sightings of groups of deer that take advantage of the stream for water and the meadow area for grazing. In the two years we have been here we have also observed black bear, rabbits, bobcat, coyotes and a large variety of birds and rodents. Occasional sightings of cougar, porcupine and foxes have been reported. The area seems to be an attractive place for wildlife because of the available water, abundant forage and various species of berries for food and excellent protection and cover from predators.  The predators will also find abundant food in the presence of rabbits, chipmunks, various rodents, opossum, deer and elk. There are many snags and nurse logs available for birds, rodents and cavity dwellers to nest and raise their young. This is also a number one priority, to maintain the habitat to be attractive and supportive of wildlife. Keeping the stream and surrounding area pristine, maintaining an understory in areas for protection and food for wildlife, ensuring the number of snags and nurse logs continues and cultivating and improving the meadow area for grazing animals.

Resource Category VI - Threatened and Endangered Species: 

I am not aware at the present time of any endangered or threatened species living in our area. Our stream drains into the Snoqualmie River and is therefore a protected stream. We wills seek to maintain the stream and adjacent buffer zones in their pristine condition.

Resource Category VII - Cultural Resources:
I am not aware at this time of any cultural or archeological resources in our area.

Resource Category VIII -  Aesthetics/Recreation:

The main reason we decided to live on this property was to be able to enjoy nature, wildlife and the forest. We value our privacy and have a major stake in preserving the forest and its inhabitants in their natural state. One of our major forms of recreation is to walk thru the forest and observe the wonders of nature. There are a number of old logging trails on the property which I intend to convert to narrow nature trails with which too observe the forest and wildlife with as little disturbance as possible. These will not be paved but will be kept free of undergrowth. Our neighbors are also developing nature trails and we hope they will all be interconnected so that we can all enjoy each others property, views and wildlife.  We hope to make these trails available to the public, especially school children, on a invitational basis so that others may enjoy our area. We are also seeking to eliminate hunting, poaching and other potentially dangerous activities because of the proximity of residential homes.

Resource Category VIII - Agro-forestry/Special Products:
We have found in areas adjacent to our property chanterelle mushrooms in a quantity for personal use only. There seems to be no potential for commercial level mushroom picking. We do not plan to try to increase the production of mushroom but will leave them grow in their natural state. The occasional Huckleberries, and various species of Blackberry are a nice bonus for occasional consumption but are mostly left for the birds and other wildlife. Some of these areas will be thinned to reduce competition with the Red Alders that are growing for latter harvest. Our stands of Red Alder, if developed properly should be ready for harvest in ten to fifteen years. We have no plans at this time to develop Douglas Fir , Hemlock or Cedar for future harvesting. 

MANAGEMENT TIMETABLE
	YEAR
	MANAGEMENT  ACTIVITY                                      
	PRIORITY

	2002
	Submit Forestry Plan and PBRS application 
	High

	2003
	Start thinning of Red Alders Stand A
	High

	2003
	Start thinnnig of understory of Salmonberry
	Medium

	2003
	Meet with local fire officials for recommendations relative to fire protection and safety.
	High

	2003
	Removal noxious weeds such as Scotch Broom and Himalayan Blackberry
	Medium

	2003-4
	Modify residential area as per recommendations of fire officials
	High

	2003- ongoing
	Monitor snags and nurse logs for wildlife Stands B and C
	Medium

	2003-ongoing
	Maintain records of tree health, size and growth Stand A
	High

	2003-4
	Evaluate meadow for planting and removal weeds
	Medium

	2003-4
	Start clearing understory in development of nature trails
	Medium

	2003
	Discus with other land owners about making trails connecting through properties
	

	2003- ongoing
	Monitor stream and buffer zone 
	High

	2004-5
	Start thinning of Red Alders to improve appearance and growth of  evergreens on Stands B and C
	Medium

	2004-ongoing
	Maintain nature trails
	Medium

	2005-6
	Planting of trees to increase tree diversity Stands B and C
	Medium

	2012
	Evaluate Red Alders Stand A for possible harvest
	Low

	2012-2017
	Harvesting Red Alders Stand A
	Low

	2012-2017 
	Replanting Stand A with new trees
	High
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